
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world by JSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.jstor.org/participate-jstor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



1912.] CAPTAIN JOHN RICHARD JOHNSON. 245 

CAPTAIN JOHN RICHARD JOHNSON. 



A Sketch and Tribute. 



On the first day of the July term, 1912, of The Circuit Court 
for the County of Montgomery, Va., being the day set apart 
oh motion of the bar for holding a memorial service as a .tribute 
to the life and character of the late John Richard Johnson, a 
member of the bar who departed this life on the 9th day of 
April, 1912, the committee, heretofore appointed by the court 
to prepare a sketch of his life, presented the following: 

To the Honorable W . W. Moffett, Judge of the Circuit Court 
of Montgomery County, Va.: 

The Committee appointed by the court to prepare a memorial 
of the life and character of the late Captain John Richard John- 
son, to be made a part of the permanent records of this court, 
begs leave to submit the following: 

Captain John Richard Johnson was born in Bedford County 
on the 3rd day of August, 1841, being the son of James Fuller- 
ton and Susan Witten Johnson. He was educated in the schools 
of Bedford County, having taken, before entering college, a pre- 
paratory course at Liberty Academy. Later he attended Wash- 
ington College, now Washington and Lee University, at Lex- 
ington, Virginia, and, upon completion of his academic course 
he studied law at the law school of Judge Brokenborough, at 
Lexington, Virginia. 

When the Civil War began in 1861, he enlisted among the 
first volunteers, and entered the army as second lieutenant in 
Bowyer's Company, 28th Virginia Regiment, of which Robert 
T. Preston, of Montgomery County, was colonel. In the spring 
of 1862, his company was transferred to the artillery and be- 
came "Bowyer's Battery." Captain Johnson participated in the 
first and second battles of Manassas ; the battle of Sharpsburg ; 
the battle of Gettysburg; the battle of the Wilderness, and many 
of the other hardest fought battles of the war. He was with 
General Lee at the surrender at Appomattox on the 9th day of 
April, 1865. It is a- noteworthy coincidence that his spirit should 
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have taken its flight on the forty-seventh anniversary of the sur- 
render of Lee's army. 

Early in the Civil War he was promoted to the rank of Cap- 
tain, and the efficiency of the service of his battery is compli- 
mented in a letter from General R. E. Lee, dated October 11th, 
1862, sent through General Jackson to General Early, from which 
we quote the following: 

"The merit and service of Captain Johnson's company are 
well known to me, although its connection with the army has 
been comparatively short." 

After the Civil War was ended, General Early sent the letter, 
from which the above is quoted, to Captain Johnson, and the 
letter was carefully preserved by him during his life, and is 
now highly prized by the members of his family. 

At the battle of Sharpsburg, Captain Johnson's battery was 
practically annihilated. Most of his men were either killed or 
wounded and all of his horses were destroyed, and before the 
end of the battle, tht ranks of his battery were so depleted that 
Captain Johnson actually assisted in serving the guns himself. 
After this battle, he was assigned to the recruiting service, and 
was stationed at Christiansburg. His first visit to Christians- 
burg was in 1863 or 1864, when he was sent here as a recruiting 
officer. By his courtly manner and manly conduct he favorably 
impressed all in this community with whom he came in contact. 
It was during the period of his service here as a recruiting offi- 
cer, that he became acquainted with Miss Ella Phlegar, the only 
daughter of EH and Ann Phlegar, who afterwards became his 
companion for life. Shortly after the close of the war, Captain 
Johnson moved to Montgomery County and with the exception 
of two years spent in Missouri and Indiana, he made his home 
for the rest of his life in the town of Christiansburg. 

When the Civil War broke out, Captain Johnson was attend- 
ing the law school of Judge Brokenborough, and discontinued 
his law course for the purpose of enlisting in the army. After 
the close of the war, he resumed the study of the law under 
the late Judge Waller R. Staples. He was admitted to the bar 
in the spring of 1866. Several years after he was admitted to 
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the bar, he was appointed deputy clerk of the court, and upon the 
death of the clerk, James M. Wade, he was appointed to fill 
the vacancy. In 1875 he was elected clerk for a term of six 
years by an overwhelming majority over one of the most pop- 
ular men in the county. It is the universal verdict of all who 
are in a position to judge that no county in Virginia ever had 
a more thoroughly efficient or more courteous clerk, and his 
records and orders yet serve as models of form for the guid- 
ance of his successors in office. 

At the expiration of the term for which he was elected clerk, 
he declined re-election, and again resumed the practice of the 
law. A few years later he formed a partnership with Archer 
A. Phlegar, and the firm of Phlegar & Johnson soon took a 
prominent position in the profession. This partnership con- 
tinued until 1900, when Mr. Phlegar withdrew for the purpose 
of accepting the position as general counsel for the Virginia 
Iron, Coal & Coke Company, with offices at Bristol, Va. After 
the dissolution of the firm of Phlegar & Johnson, Captain John- 
son continued alone the practice of law at Christiansburg until 
the year 1907, when he formed a partnership with R. I. Roop, 
which partnership continued until the time of his death. 

He always occupied a prominent position at the bar, and was 
well known to the lawyers throughout the State. Among his 
clients were the Norfolk & Western Railway Company, the 
Bank of Christiansburg, the Bank of Shawsville, the Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute, the Christiansburg Industrial Institute, and 
in addition to these clients he represented many other important 
interests. 

As an evidence of the esteem in which he was held as a 
lawyer, the following is quoted from a letter written by Joseph 
I. Doran, general counsel of the Norfolk & Western, to L. E. 
Johnson, president of that company, on the day of Captain 
Johnson's death : 

"I regret to announce that Captain John R. Johnson, of 
Christiansburg, an attorney of the company, died to-day at 
Christiansburg at 12:35 a. m. He was a good man and a con- 
scientious, able, and learned lawyer. His death is not only a 
loss to this company, but to the state of Virginia. He never 



248 18 VIRGINIA LAW REGISTER. [Aug., 

swerved — in fact even had he tried he could not have swerved 
— from his oath as a lawyer to behave himself 'with all fidelity 
as well to the court as to the client,' and to use 'no falsehood 
nor delay any man's cause for lucre or malice.' His high char- 
acter is a model for the coming generations at the bar." 

As a lawyer, Captain Johnson was especially noted as a care- 
ful, accurate pleader, and his counsel in matters of pleading 
was often sought by his professional brethren. One of the most 
striking traits of his character is best illustrated by the fact that 
he was never too busy to delight in giving the members of the 
bar with whom he came in contact the benefit of his knowledge 
and experience in all matters relating to his profession. While 
Captain Johnson may not have been considered an orator, as 
that term is commonly understood, yet on account of his well 
known conservatism and eminent fairness, there were few 
stronger men before either courts or juries. 

In addition to his professional duties as a lawyer, Captain 
Johnson also served his people and profession in important pub- 
lic capacities. In the general revision of the statute laws of 
Virginia, which became the Code of 1887, he served as clerk of 
the revisors, which consisted of Judge Waller R. Staples and 
Edward C. Burks, and Honorable John W. Riely. He was en- 
gaged in this work for a period of something over two years, 
having practically compiled, under the direction of the revisors, 
all of the statute law of the State, and without assistance from 
any source he prepared and arranged the index to the Code of 
1887. 

In 1889, he was elected to the State Senate from the district 
composed of the counties of Roanoke, Montgomery, and Craig 
and the city of Roanoke. At the end of the term for which he 
was elected, he declined to stand for re-election, although urged 
to do so by practically a unanimous call from his fellow citizens. 
The demand for him to. continue serving his constituents in that 
capacity came not only from members of his own party, but from 
many of the opposing party. 

In his religious affiliations, he was a consistent member of the 
Presbyterian Church from his early childhood. He was an elder 
in the church, and for thirty years acted as clerk of the session. 
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For many years he was a teacher of a Bible class in the Pres- 
byterian Sunday- School at Christiansburg. 

Captain Johnson was a prominent and enthusiastic Mason, 
having risen in Masonry to the degrees of Knight Templar and 
Shriner. He always took a genuine interest in the principles of 
Masonry, and the tenets of the masonic order are fully exempli- 
fied in his life and character. 

As a man Captain Johnson enjoyed the respect and esteem 
of all persons with whom he came in contact, no matter what 
their station in life may have been. The strong traits of his 
character were his gentleness; his never failing courtesy to all 
with whom he was associated; his fairness in all things; and 
his love for his fellow men. The man of whom he could find 
nothing good to say was indeed a man of unenviable character. 
The benevolence of his heart was such a marked feature of his 
character that he was magnanimous to his opponent and his 
charity towards mankind would command his silence when there 
was nothing worthy of praise. 

One of the most conspicuous traits of the character of Cap- 
tain Johnson was well expressed in the tribute paid him by a 
colored man : 

"Never forgetting what thy station was 
Thou did'st not make an humbler one conscious 
Of his. Therefore, the poor shall miss thee more 
Than they who called thee friend." 

In the midst of his own perplexities, cares, and professional 
duties, he always found time to counsel and sympathize with 
those in trouble and distress. His sympathy was so strong and 
genuine as to make itself felt as a solace and comfort to all 
who sought his advice in times of distress. Alone he bore his 
own, but he shared the troubles of his neighbors. 

In our midst we shall not soon find so modest, so lovable, so 
loyal, and so true a friend. He was generous to a fault, and 
the multitude of his good deeds will only be known when all 
records are made plain. 

The foregoing sketch of the life and character of the late 
Captain John Richard Johnson is respectfully submitted to the 
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court as the personal testimony of the members of the committee 
to the life and character of a man whom they all loved and re- 
spected, and they desire not only to express a deep sense of 
their personal loss, but to bear witness to the great value of his 
public services, the rare simplicity of his character, and the uni- 
form courtesy and kindness of his manner on all occasions to 
all with whom he came in contact. 

R. I. Roop, 
H. T. Hall, 
R. L. Jordan, 
Wm. H. Colhoun, 
C. A. Johnston, 

Committee. 



